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PLAY GROUNDS

Forget less is mare. In a groovy Nichols Canyon hideaway, big-time pattern and
go-for-brake color push rooms out of the gray area and into the fun zone
BY ANDREW MYERS | PHOTOGRAPHY BY JONN COOLIDGE

The qualincavons would  have quelled  lesser monochrome modernists
Siblings Business partners and designers Tosh and Rvan Brown both ardemt
detenders of grav and brown rooms and furniture with Tots of 90-degre
aneles, contronted the project with wall colors not anly picked bu already
|~.1!|1!:'1| Robinscegg blue sea-foam green, coral Al ditierent. All vibrant
Every one verboten by the Bauhaus

But the Browns were intrigued by the home owner Laune Hasson a
tashion insider and colortul personality herselt "She wanted everny single room
to have |unn|\|r'.: v difterent teeling and dedlared that she was fun and wanwed
Ihl heowrse o retleat her s mality, says 3 -vear-old v nger hrother losh

With that the hor-pimk cauntler was thrown down How could the
Browns—losh with a BEA i itenior design trom New Yorks Prau Insuiie
Rvan. a 33 -vear-old tormer tashion photographer—not pick wup We alwavs
sy 1.‘\.|| '.\:I|] |_||| nts were hl"l toy ['i{l| tor “{'._n\ 1 |‘l|: s .1|\\ Vs .|h|n.|

l|1\-m SaVs |-I».|'I

ht be why Hasson and husband Peter Moms

AR
liked ther sivle and taste withim o monodhromatic

Ihe bigeer gquestion ng

hived the Browns |

palette | had a great teehng and knew | could collaborate with them savs
] lasson

For mspiravon. as well as doection one ol the Browns tist stops was
| lassons doset, a treasure trove ol testiles .|!:\'i texiures |\||||1 tones and g

h-and-development held tips to Trina Turk and

raatierns |||r-n CAM resear
modern-furmiture haven Twenteth "We were learing a new vocabulan
which is alwavs a ereat challenpe ™ savs losh The brothers however wert
aquick studies, and <oon a latent Tove of color burst through

lake the tamulv room Previoushy a bare shell with only a crusiy
Cappellim sofa ot had French doors openmg onta a series of terraces and a
swimming poal  The goal was to bring the outside mo but i a springfresh
way that would also provide a tlexible place where the couple could watch
movies and where ther two daoghers COivia and Zoe could plav Td never

done a green room savs losh Simularly the sunrooms CONTINUED

In the living room, a figurative painting by LA. artist John Sonsini looks onto a packed combo of colog, pattern
and vintage design. The glass-topped, cast-iron cocktail table seems to cut, propeller-like, into the lines on the
‘Mata Hari' rug from Fort Street Studios. The cocoa-brown, streamlined sofas are a Viadimir Kagan design from
Twentieth, and the two chrome chairs upholstered in white leather are by Sergio Mazza, circa 1962.
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CONTINUED coral walls would previously have also been bevond
contemplation; nevertheless, within a week ol t.‘sklng_: on the project Jash
found the perfect area rug—in black, cotfee-bean brown, rose, pink, coral
and white. And while the brothers had l!l‘kl;,:[“_'d plcm\' ol gray rooms
none ever had the whimsy of the breaklast nook. where white and gray
stripes nse lrom a |\l!1'|11-nr'.‘l!1;_j|,' ]ll]tllrill]l Hiasr .HILE lorm a tent like
stepped ceiling

Then theres the infusion ol pattern upon pattern. which Ryan tound

to be the projects most challenging point. "Most people are atraid ol

using pattern. he says—especially, he adds, when that means pairing
sLrpes \-.|!|| Ii-l|.||~ But ||1d;_:|r1;_: Irom (l\l' lrt.'”u.-rnnlll -|'l.‘|dt.-- :lllli 1|1|n\\
pillows contrasted with the striped rug in the sunroom; the swirls and
swoops on the window covermngs juxtaposed with the straight lines ol the
dark-wood Hoor and abstract curves on the silk rug in the living room
and the custom-designed Hoor covermg with a daisy and diamond repeat
underneath striped floor |\|'||||\.\'» in the family room, the brothers now
appcar to e 5)]1c}|1|\1- free w !\(_'n it comes L a |H'1rr|_l\|r11] ol pattern

Sull, while much in the house was new conceptually {or the Browns and

literally tor Hasson and Mornis

only two pieces were reused
Irom the previous "shabby chic
design scheme), the furniture

isell was either vintage «

]

vintage doesign [hat rangc

locuises O rLIt‘I n \i("\ltfll ™ ¥l

World War 1l, and includes the
lving rooms Viadimir Kagan
solas, the dining rooms Karl
Springer sideboard and  the
breakiast nook's '|'u‘||1 chairs, as

well as  the tamily  rooms

Above left: In the living room, five light clusters
comprising the vintage ‘Lightolier’ chandelier from
Rewire can be raised and lowered independently of
one another Above right: Ryan and Josh Brown sit
on Monteverdi-Young chairs in striped Pierre Frey
fabric. Opposite: In the sunroom, diagonals on the
Lulu DK chocolate brown pillows, on the sides of the
1930s Italian sofa and armchairs, and on the base of
the vintage Ico Parisi coffee table (from Pegasol cut
across the strong stripes of the custom rug from
Decorative Carpets. A pair of symmetrical, circular
topiaries also provides contrast to the room.

Sputnik’ hight fixwre, Its less the objects’ provenance than ther sculptural

form .]I]&i |H!1(l||l”.1|l|\ [i\.]| mterest | |\!\|\|IJI1 }11\\\'['\ ol \\'|1rr notes lh.l! .'|H (31

the pieces ook right” in the home's traditional shell. Together she savs, it

a 1w 1\'!.1‘I|1i)|1|',:(' .lL' 10USC WHOTre Gld and Nnow, plam and aternoeg and
Il helps | the | I Id and new, plain and patterned. and

hght and dark get together tor some good old-fashioned fun. B

THE DESIGNERS CONFRONTED WALL COLORS ALREADY PAINTED. ROBIN'S-EGG BLUE, SEA-
FOAM GREEN, CORAL. ALL DIFFERENT. ALL VIBRANT. ALL VERBOTEN BY THE BAUHAUS.



Josh Brown, who worked for fumiture designer and
manufacturer Michael Rudin before founding the design
firm with Ryan, his brothet in 2000, custom-designed the
cabinetry, with a geometric pattern reminiscent of Chinese
fretwork and the work of 1370s design icon David Hicks.
The gold-leafed coffee table is from Lawson-Fenning.
Dppesite: In the small brealdast nook, Jesh and Ryan paired
NKartell's ‘Eros’ chairs designed by Philippe Starck with a
marhle-topped Dp ENlipse’ table from Blackman Cruz.
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